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City of Attleboro, Massachusetts
DEPARTMENT OF WASTEW, ATER
Govenrmeht Center,77 Park Street

Attleboro, M:rssach usetts 027O3
Plronc 5O8 -76 1- 5 ! 67 r Fsx 508-761-9837

laul A I{ennedy
Sr.rp erintenclent
Departmen( of Wastewateif

S€pternber 14, 2006

Mr. Roger Janson, Chief
U.S. Etvironmental Protcciion Agency
Offi ce of Ecosystem Protection "CMP"
Region I
I Congress Street, Suite ll00
Boston, MA 021 l4-2023

Dear Mr. Janso0:

The City of Attlebor:o is very proactive in its endeavors to aohieve the limits of ttre NPDES pefrnit for tJrc
wastewater tfeatm€nt planl. We have worked very hard to meet cuffent NPDES inposed Featment lintits.
At pt,esent, th€ City is wo*ilq on a Cornprehensive Wastewafer Management Plan and our $30 rnilliorr
dollar upgkdC now ul1der coflsttuction.

With regard to metals we feel the Attleboro facitity has maxitnized its ability fo remove metals. Any furlhor
rcmoval would have to be aehievod at dre poinf sour.6 indusaies. Fufther, we fcel thatthe stritrgent liinits
proposed are not warralted. Posirive bioa.ssay testing fton 2003 to present h€ve had no toxicity fajlures,
which proves that the irtpaots ofrnetals discharged fronr the Attlebom fncility arc consistently not
compromising the integrity oithe Ten Mile River. (A copy is enclbsed as Attac'hment A of the results of
oul bioassay testing for tlre past 3 ycnrs),

The City of Attleboro's Industrial Pretreatment program was established in September 1984. We have a
full time lndustt'ial llreh:eatmEnt Coordinator overseeing 29 pe nitted industries, We are required io sanrpJe
each industry on a semi annual bas'is along with requi:.ing each industry to submit quarterly sanple results
to insure compliance. TheCity also condricts an annual total toxic organics sampling, as well as,
irrspections ofali permifted industries once a yea( Fulthgr, the City takes additional sanples when
inconsistencies are deteoted. The City continues to work with the Industries to provide assistance to
improve the quality oftlieir wast€w?iter dischafges to the municipal wastew-ater tfeatment plant.

Apptoximatcly a year' and a halfago, the City and out ConsuLfants, CDM, rnct wirh the DEp regarding oul
conce that total rritrogen lirnit rnight be implemented in this proposed permit, We were seeking direction
fron DEP and EPA at that rilne as the City begar the first nronths ofour plant upgrade, TheCity tlied to
obfairl firm and lo:rg+errn lirnits for phosphorus and lrihogen, The officialresponse to the City was fo
nronitor nitrogen ultil a TMDL is completed on the Ten Mile River and theo rhe discbalge lirnits for the
WWTP would be establishpd and permitred, h effect, the City would not see a total nitrogen linit in this
new pcnnit, which r.vould allow at least 5 nofe years of monitoring and caleful assessment. This filutually
agi eed to approach provided direction to dre City's waslewater budget, facility planning and the ongoing
upgLnoe constructlolt.

Throughout the years, the City ofAtfleboro has strived to [1eet an<I has cornp)ied with its NFDES
Jirritations setby the DEP/EIIA foi all parBmetel.s. Over the past several y;rc thd following proccdures
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have been im plemented to our Drocess and operations to achieve compriance. In the earry | 9g0,s a primarypH of9.3 to 9 5 was estabrished and maintrti,.a 
"""g 

1ir"'.jaitron uitnu u"ua*ork to enhance connerremoval. In addition, three primary clarifiers, as oppised to trvo, were put into sewicli" li.r""*i.ii"ir-time and.remove rhe coppeiinto the srudgr ir.",'J* n"iit gJ.iutif,i," *"r, urought inro service roserve as back up prirnaries to fufther remove copp-er.into the slidge. ln addition, a a"irrrr"a pi Ou"lo tn,effect ofthe metal sarts was neutrarized by the aidition of rime tJou, aerat on ,ystem to keep the pH abovea.7.0, wh_ich.kcpr the copper from going back inro solution, and suUstaniiutty eniranced our c;p;er.;;;;;;we also Iimited our seDtase DurnDing t; nighnime hours durin! iot"ino* p"rioa, at a srower purnpingrate over a longer duraiion- oi r ime. FoJrorrlng our phorprr".r'opii,oi*trn srudy, severar diffel.enrchcmical combinations were tried as.an ahem;te to aiu;- ultimai-il 
". "r'"* 

r":ri" 
"rri"iia, ""0 

p"rvaluminum chloride. This enabled us to meet the present phosphorus limit of0.2.

Additionally we note jn the permit language that:

. Under Footnote # I0 the boxed.area denoting ,,Chronic Limit C-NOEC,, says > 94%. The"Efnuent Lirnitations and Monito'ing Requiiements', in itre araft pe'nit indicates ou, iin.,it u,being > 7 l%.

' Facl sheet - pagc 4 section c mentions sulfur dioxide dechlorination. our new chemical is sodiumbisulfite.

iln'i:;ffi,"'ff;l'Ji;#_",:.tri:i::,:x'J:::":yi.'ili',,il1i,:ii,;x?i#i:1tffiff:i
Limitations and Monitidn'g nJquhem"irtr,; in tf," O*t p..rli 

"r, 
rirni,r

with regard to fecal coliform, favorabre TRC data was forwarded to Mr, Brian pitt to suppod our r€quest torelax our fecal coliform freouencv ofsampling frorn 3 ti.., p"i *".t ur.* to once per week, w€ werotold that the data submitted warranted a change.in riequency but it wourd take prace at the time oftherenewalofdurpermit.Werequesttoseett'iJch'nged.now.

Another step taken toward pennit compliance included the design and imptementation of a dechlorinationsystem to meet lower chrorine resr'duar requirements. Under the-ongoing ia"irity ,pg"o. *. ,"pii..Jiiquochlorinegas with liquid sodium hypochloilte anO sutfu, Oo*iO" *r", ."p"f.*o 
"it, 

,odium bisulfite.

we-take exception to severar rimits asproposed in the cu*ent draft permit. we berieve that the basis orderivation ofthe new ,imits for totar niirogen h not sufficientty subioniiui.o. r.u,rn.r, if imposed, thefacility would be subject to yet another structural modification costing millions ofdollars and will causehardship to the taxpaycrs and ratepayers oftf," City oiettf.'U*;. 
"- '' ""

$:fr [:,rff [{,iilHx#;"iff *xf,*:y:::trHJfi fl ::;lHTi?".'Jr"'#:.,:"t},,vrne,a,ofHowever, we feel the total nicroeen iimit 
3l"ng]i,i,g th. ;.iuf, pr"p*r"O i" ,r,, A"ft permit are based oninconclusive information due to'the fact that iTMDL has not bi*n p"rio*"d on tt 

" 
Ten Mire Rive (or anyother rivers mentiohed by EpA) nor is there any evidence basuO on it 

" 
,"rrfa ofour bioassay,s that oureffluent has a regative toxic impact on o*."",iiui"t*ut"rr,ii" i." ivii" ?rr*r.

Y.:iill1 lnr1":, O*posed.perm it limirs and schedule are negotiabte and we request ro meet with you roestablrsh rnutually acceptable tenns- please corttact rle to set a meeting dat€
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Superintendent of Wastd

Enclosures

Cc: Mayor Kevin J. Durnas
David Pincumbe EPA
Clenfl Haas DEP
Paul Hogal DEP
David Burns DEP

. Thomas Morgan CDM
James R. Meiriam Assistant to the Mayor
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Seprember 14,2006

The following is a list ofall quarterly Bioassays conducted at the City ofAttleborot Wastewater Facility
a dating_back to November 2003. All tests were successful except for February 2005. There were two

invalid tests because the diluent did not meet the passing criteria using the freshwater species C. Dubia.
The BPA was asked and granted permission to use a synthetic, soft reconstituted water to culturc freshwater
test organisms. All Bioassays since February 2005 have been successfirl. The City requests permission for
continued use ofslrnthetib dijution water
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Attacltment A

November 2003 - Passed

February 2004 - Passed

May 2004 - Passed

Augusl 2004 - Passed

November ?004 - Passed

February 2005 - Failed due to diluren! retested and passed.

May 2005 - Passed

August 2005 - Passed

November 2005 - Passed

February 2006 - Passed

May 2006 - Passed


